
 

 
 

The Henry C. Ulen File… 
…historical anecdotes, incidents, and attributes of Henry C. Ulen,  
founder of Ulen Country Club and the Town of Ulen,  
presented by The Henry C. Ulen Foundation.  
  
This is the third of a series of Ulen News articles taken from an extensive, 1924 interview with 53 year 
old Henry C. Ulen.  The interview, written by John Monk Saunders, appeared in the August 24, 1924 
issue of “The American Magazine,” which was published in the US. from 1906 to 1956.  Saunders 
was a well known magazine columnist, script writer, and novelist. 

“This ‘Bad Boy’ Fooled the Town Prophets 
by John Monk Saunders 
 No one in Lebanon suspected that Henry Ulen might one day turn his heavy voltage of young energy 
into profitable channels.  For four years “Hank” had spilled his efforts over the dam.  He had stored up a stock 
of worldly wisdom, to be sure, and he had learned to be self-reliant and resourceful.  But he was certainly 
getting no further in the world.  
   Finally he realized this and made up his mind to settle down.  First, he got a job as night operator for 
the Big Four Railroad in Lebanon, worked for the Western Union Telegraph company, landed a job as 
correspondent for the Indianapolis “Journal”, and began to study law, all at the same time. “About this time,” 
Ulen said, “my father was appointed postmaster and made me assistant postmaster. This gave me a chance 

to put in some long hours at night studying law.  
                                                         “ I was only 19 when I decided to get 
married.  The girl and I eloped to the   
                                                       next town, because her father wouldn’t 
even consider the idea of letting his     
                                                       daughter marry me. I’m still married to 
that girl. Her father became   
                                                       reconciled after a while, and was one of 
my best friends.  
                                                         “I practiced law in Lebanon for seven 
years after I was admitted to the   
                                                       Indiana bar. I liked law, but I couldn’t 
make much of a living at it. So I was   
                                                       always on the lookout for something 
else to tie my life to. 0 
                                                         “An opportunity came finally through 
my work as attorney for a Chicago   
                                                       contracting concern which was to build 
an electric plant.  The company got   
                                                       tied up in litigation and couldn’t go 
ahead with the job. I knew very little   

                                                       about building power plants, but I took 
over the contract myself and built    
                                                       that plant. Then I studied the contracting 

business from every angle, and I   
                                                       decided that I liked it. So in 1900 I went to Indianapolis to start out as a       
                                                       contractor. I owed $1200 when I left Lebanon, and I had just $125 in my   
                                                       pocket.” 
                                                          Twenty years later Henry Ulen went back to Lebanon and bought a home   
                                                        there. He built a magnificent country club and presented it to the town. But   
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